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Editorial
This issue of Procedia has its origin in the 18th Biennial ISEM Conference on Ecological Modelling 
for Global Change and Coupled Human and Natural Systems, held in Beijing (China), from 
September 20 to 23, 2011 (http://www.isem2011.org/).The three-day conference was jointly hosted by 
Beijing Normal University and the International Society for Ecological Modelling.  More than 350 
participants from over 30 countries and regions, who provided 300 scientific presentations, attended 
this conference. The purpose of this international conference was to pay homage to the issues on 
modelling the potential impacts of global change on the Earth ecosystems and human adaptation to the 
change, as well as offering a multi-disciplinary platform for exploring the linkages between the human 
and natural systems. It is a great opportunity for researchers, managers, and students from both 
developed and developing countries around the world to meet together, share and communicate among 
them, and jointly search for more effective and science-based, modelling-oriented solutions for our 
living environment and life-support systems. 
We have collected 236 research papers through a strict peer-review process. We would like to 
extend our gratefulness to the Publisher for allowing us to share some of the conference results with a 
larger audience of colleagues involved in the environmental and ecological research. The publication of 
this issue will surely amplify the conference outcome and generate a much larger discussion and 
scientific progress. 
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